R R E T - v <]

CONFIDERTIAL
 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ARADQUARTERS, 25¢h DNFANTRY DIVISION
APO Sen Francises 96228

Operetional Report-Lessons learned for the perios L November (3 to 3L January 69,

CONTENTS
Section 1, Significunt sctivities
A, - General S : _ 1
8. Chronology of Significant Combat ictions 6
Cs Combat iviation port Operations . 119
De Personnel . : 119
Be Principle Command ard Staff 19
F. Organisation - ' : 0.9
Gy Training 119
He Intelligence and Seourity 119
I, Logistica _, 119
J¢ Q=8 Aotivities 19
Ko Signal Aotivities B 1
L. Engineer dotivities R b ¥
Section 2, Lessons Leamed
As' Persornel - : ' 119
Bs Operatiors ' , 120
Ce Training ' ’ _ 21
D, Intelligence 121
E, Logistics . : 122
. Fe Organization - 122
G,. Other . : 122
Seotion J, Haadquarters, Dapartment of the vy survey
information - Escape, Evasion and Survival 122

Ao Organisation for Combat, { November 68 to 31 January 69,

2; ﬁts\tistical Summary, Results of 25th Infantry Operations, 1 November &8
ahue: . ' ‘

Co Mot 37;!1: Operational Report-Lessons Lzarned,
D. ACuf 8/G-2, Operational Report-Lessons Learned,

B, ACof 8/G-3, Operational Report-Lossons Learmed,
¥ aCof 3/G-b, Operational Report-Lessons Leamed,
G, ACOf 8/G-5, Operational Report-Lessona Lesrned,
He 25th Aviation Battalion, Operationzl Beport-Leasons Learned,
I, 65th Engineer Buttalisn, Oper.tional Report-Lessons Learned,
Jdo 125th Signal Battalion, Operational Raports= Lessons Learned,
K. Division 3upport Command, Operational Repor.-Lessons Learnad,

R . . DOWMNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
~ CONFIDENTIAL - DECLASSIFED AFTER 12 YEARS.
S : DOD D% 5200.10




. L.

T

¥,
O

COHFIDENTIAL
3rd Squadvon, bth Cavalry, Operationsl Report, Lessons Learnsd,
18t Brigede, Operationel Report, Lesecns Lesrned.
2nd Brigade, Operaticnsl Report, Lezsons Learned,
30d Brigsade, Operaticnal Repert, Lessons Learned,

CONFIDENTIAL

i




T TN AT g M RN

ks« gt

E—

WL A e L

CONFIDENTIAL

_ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HRADQUARTERS, 25T INPANTRY DIVISION
APO Sax Franoisco 96225 »

AVDCHE . ' 1 February 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 25th Iefantry Division for the
Period Snding 31 Jenuary 1969, RCS ACSFOR - 65 (R-1)s -
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location: Vioinity of CU CHI Baee Camp (XT 647153), CU CHI, RVN,
Reporting OIficsrs HMajor Genersl Ellis W, Williamson.

Prepared Byv  Hsjor Richard A, Baun, Commending Officer, 18th Military
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6131 I, II; 6232 1T, IXI, IVy; 6231 I, II, IIX, Ivy 6230 I, II, 1IT,
Ivy 6331 IIt; 6330 I, 1iI, Iv. :

1. (C) Section 1, Operatioms: Sigaificant Activities,
A, Genersl, The 25th Infantry Division (Tropic Lightming) continued

- its participation in -Operation TCAN THANG, Phase II throughout the report-

period, 1 November 1968 to 31 January 1969, Operatiom TOAY THANG, Phase
II commenced om 1 June 1968, and the cdivisional Operational Reports for

the quarterly periods ending 31 July and 31 October 1968 provide compre-
hensive data and information on the division's operatisnal sctivitles in

- the operations earlier stages, | %

Thtoughout the reporting period, all divisional rescurces and assets
were committed to Operation TOAN THARG which is directed at the destruction
of Viet Cong/Horth Vietnamece (VC/NVA) main force unitz and enemy political

" and guerilla infrastructurs (VCI) operating withia the divisiomal tactical

ares of operatiomal interest (TAOI) (see sketch #1), .

As the reporting period opened om 1 Novembsr 1968, the 25th Infantry
Division was gamerally deployed in the following posture: the lst Brigade
operated in and around TAY NINH City with an overall area of cperations
the included the northwest quadrant of the divisiomal TACI, the 2nd Brigade
was deplcyed in the sovtherm half of the TAOL with sv. area of operations

. ¢ that gemerally included areas south of the east-west 30 grid lime, and the

3rd Brigade opsrated in and arcund the towm of -BAU TIENG with an overall
AO that encompassed the mortheast quadrant of the divisional TAOI, These
goneral brigade areas of operations remained in effect throughout the
reporting period with modifiocations and boundary changes made from time to

©_time as will be imdicated throughout this narrative, A daily Task Orguiutiou
- for the divisicn for the months of Eovembsr, Deoember, and January is sneluded

a8 Tab A of this report, This Task Organisation indicates the composition
of the divisional dbrigades for the reporting psriod,
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D CONFIDERTIAL |
. The gomeral taotical situaticm at tho bogimnisg of the roportisg
poriod was charsoterised by the withdrawal of VO/HEVA main force umits

4nto sanotuaries iz morthern Har Zome “C* ond Cambsdis to reorgami-e,

refit, and retrein follewing the offensive sjaimst TAY HINH City im

-the Avguit=-Septerber tize frame. Intellipimce sources available to

- the division imdicicated that the suemy's inteation at the time was to

- preparz hiz nein force-units that bad been badly maulsed im August~-3eptem
" ber far a ronewwi ~"“angive effort againat TAY NINH City, While these

pregeretions were L.kiag place,'be snexy would 1imit his activities

to scattered battziion sise ard smaller operstioms aimed at isterdicting
the main supply rousss (}33) and harrassing U,S. and South Vietnamese
military bases and imstallations, In addition, suemy loeal force umits

- would contimue their normal harrsseing activities withiam their customary
~ areas of operations, v o

In view of this general eney situstion, the 25th Infantry Division

was deployed in a marnor in which it could maintain continuous surveil-

lanes of the recognised lines of commnications (10C) and avemues of
approach for enemy maim force unite from their sanotuary arcas to kmown

. target areas: namely, SAIGON and TAY KINH, Im addition, sxtenmsive

operations were to be carried out againat enesy meim force and local

force units suspected to be still Jocated in reduced numbers in such

areas as the "CITADEL®, the "TRAPEZOID®, the BOI LOI Woods, the “CRESCEHT®,
and the "3 RAIGHT EDGE® Wéods, ’ o

Throughout the month of November, the lst Brigade with tw mancuver
battalions (3rd Battalion, 22nd Irfantry and 4th Battslion (Mechanised),
23rd Infantry) continued to follow the cperational tactics that had provea

" 80 successful in August and Septembar in pre-empting the enemy's attack

on TAY NINH City, The two infantry battalions and tho brigads's direct’
support artillery battalios (7th Battaliom. llth Artillery) coatiuued to
maintain hingking positions on the outskirts of the oity asiride the }
primary avemuss of approsch, These blocking positiocms in the form of
artillery iire support bases (Fire Support Bases BUELL, RAWLINS, and
WASHIAGTON) provided stratsgically located bases of operstions from which
the 1st Brigade sould mount extensive daylight reconnaissance~in-forge

and helliocopter borne combat assaults im all directions from the oity agsinat
suspected ‘enemy base aress, During tne wours o1 aariness, the vascs sent
out extensive platoon sise ambush pa’rols to monitor primeipsl trails and
suspecte ' router of enemy movement. The artillery weapons located at these
fire bases wers in such a position that day and night they could direct fire

.into any ares surrounding the city,

" 1st Brigade operations throughout November were olosely co-ordinstod
with Scuth: Vietnemese Army (ARVN) airborne battalions znd Scuth Vietnamsse
Marine Battalions that had moved into the IAY BINH region at the height
of the enemy attacks in September and had remained in the area im force
to defend the clty against the continued enemy threat to the city, In
addition, the brigade manscuver battalions worked closaly with local Regional
Porce (RF) and Popular Force (PF) unita in comducting joint and combined -

offensive operations sgsinst suspected enemy positioms and supply areas,

-
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In the month of November, the enemy mads no ettempt to carry out his
threat to renew his attack on TAY NINH, Fighting was gsnerally light desapite
extensive 1st Brigads seforts to seek out the ensmy, '

The month of November in the 2nd Brigade area of operations saw almost
daily small scale con* ots with local force enemy units in the CITADEL=-
HO BO Weodr-FILHOL Pla:.tation complex north of route 1, the SUGAR MILL region
of DUC HUE and in the M{ HANHDUC HOA-BAO TRAI triangle,

The 2nd Battalion, '12th Infantry working out of Fire Support Bass
STUART at TRANG BANG and Fire Jupport Base PERSHING to the northesst
conducted extensive offensive operations in the CITADEL to locate numerous
eneay gupply cackes and small base camp complexes, For the first half
of. the month, the 4th Batlalion, 9th Infaniry working out of Fire Support
Base PATTON nour TRUNG LAP alsc operated extensively in the CITADEL. Oa
19 November, the lst Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry moved intc PATION
to replace the 4th of ths jth in the TRUNG LAP area.

, Aithoigh no large scale aotiéns by the enemy were oncountered, the
brigads working in the CITDADKEL experienced dsily difficulties with mines
and booby traps that the enemy planted throushout the region,

The 2nd Battaiion, l4th Infaniry working out of Fire Support Base .
KEENE northeast of DUC HOA continued to condud®~its profitable VCI operations
in the MY EANH-DUC HOA~BAO TRAL complex, Ibo#e continued operatione largely
neutralized the enemy infrastructure in this vital rogion to ths west of
SAIGON,

™ The 2nd Batialion, 27th Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor operated

Lo the enst of iie CU CHI Base Camp out of Fire Support Base CROCKEIT near
PHU HOA DONG. In mid month, the 2nd Bsttaiion, 27th Infantry relocated to
Fire Support Base REED in the SUGAR MILL area DUC HUE Qestrict south of
TRANG BANG to counter incrsased enemy activity in thet goneral ares, Two
~of the most signifioant combat actions of Novomber withim the Aivisian

TAOL ocourred on the mights of 26 and 28 Novomber when the night losatioms
of A Company, 2nd Battetion, 27ih Infantry southwest of THAmu tamu vume
under heavy ground attacks, These enuy attacks were both turned back with
4 total enemy body count of 51,

The beginning of November in the 3rd Brigade area of operations in
the northeastern quadrant of the division TACI found the 1st Battalion
(Meohanized) 5th Infantry working out of DAU TIENG and conducting exten-

L Birs swesp opsrations in the BEN CUI and MICHELIN Rubber Plantations.

"TBE 'Ist Battalion, 27th Infantry was deploved in the IRAPEZOLD to the

south of DAU TIENG operating out of Fire Support Base MAHOLE near THANH '

AN, In the meantime, the 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry operated L
in the BOI LOI Wocds out of Fire Support Bases McMAIR and WOOD. »

As was the case im the 2nd Brigade area of operations, the maneuver

tuttelions, of the 3rd Brigade experienced almost daily small scale contacts
vith enemy local force units, The daily sweep operutions resulted in the ‘
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location of numerous supply caches and small baso samp complexes, Extensive

 use by the enemy of mines and booby traps posed a uritical for the brigads

elemsnts in the axocution of thelr extensive daily sweep operaticms sad
reconnaissance-in-force activities, -

. The month of Dedember saw & marked irereace in the occurrence of
significant combat actions aw the enemy main foros units located im Cambeolia
mede an obvious attesp® to mount increased operaticns within the division's
TAOI. In eddition to more intensc ground coatacts with enemy forces, the
division's three base caxps at CU CHI, TAY BINH and DaU IENG was subjected
to inoreased attacks by fire. o ‘

In the 1st Brigade, the gensral pre-emptive operstions arcund TAY HIEH
City wero comtinued and sxpanded with the employment of am sdditiomal fire
support base, Fire Support Base MITCHELL, southwest of the ciiy. [o gounter
an izcroased enexy throat frem the southwest, the 4tk Battalicn, 9th Iafextry
wag placed umsder the operationsl control of the lst Brigade amd assigned
er AO im that area, This battalion established Patrol Base MOLE (later
redesiganated Fire Support Base SEDGEWICK) from which to mount its pre-
emptive operations, : :

Betwsen 15 ead 22 December, MITCHELL &nd MDLE became the fooal points
in the 1lst Brigade's sctions to destroy the rencwed snemy movements sgaimst
TAY NINH. This effort came to a climax on 22 Decamber whem Patrol Base e
}OLE becezme the target of a regizental sise enemy assault....the largest
single enemy offort in the divisios TAOI simce Augast-September, This
attaok vas turned back with the enemy sustaining 81 dead by body count
and an addition 120 killed or wounded as imdicated by blood trails sad
drag marks leadinz away from the coatact site, With this defeat, ke
enexy maia fores units again retired across the bordsr into Cambodia,
and the lmmediate threat to TAI NINH was relisved,

The pattern of operations im December within the 2nd Brigede area of
opsvations was genorally similar to that of Hovember with an inorease of
enenmy aocivity im the CITADEL and the area to the south and west of IRANG
BANG ;The 2ad Battsliow, 12th Imfantry amd lst Battalion (Hechanised), 5th
Infantry wvere succesaful in countering thess inoreased cnemy activitiss
in the CITADEL while the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry torned baock ensay
probes south and west of TRANG BAJG, ' .

Subsequant to Christmas day and the cease fire that vas in effeot -
on-that day, 2nd Brigade sleme..ts moved into tne NUSHROOM szea to the
immedate north of the CITADEL and the HO BO wWoods to capture and destroy

-sigaificant quantities of rice thet the enemy attempted to positiom in
that arss under the protecticn of the cease fire, -

In the 3rd Brigade ares of operations im December, the lit Battallonm,
27th Infantry eontinued to coacentrate on the destruction of the enoay
etromngholds in the TRAPEZOID area, Although the Dattalion continued to
oxperienso almost daily oontact with the enemy 4n that aiaa, the lomg
term sucoess of the battalion's operations in tue TRAPELCID began to
becoms apparent in the progreseively roduced severity of these daily

contacts, . »
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The 8nd Battalion, 22nd Infentry continued itz operations in the = =
BOL: LOX Woods throughout December, The battalicn's major engagement 2 / 2%
during the wonth scourred of 17 December whan it defeated an UMY '

‘battalion aise ssbush along route 239, the HSR between TAY FINE and e

DU TIXNG. The cnemy &tiempted to ambuzh a logiatical motor convoy
alexg Lhis stretch of road, However, quick reastion by mechzmised
battalion olemants securing the aaiam #pply routs resultad in the
snony logs of 73 wem by body couat, o

The month of Jaruary feound combat action through the diviszion Ta0I
rolatively light and scattered, Tae disposition of divisicnal elements
ia all throe brigades remained relatively oongstant as the tactical
aituatien cdurirg the month remained somowhat static.. The lst Brigeds
sontiaued to defexd TAY NINE, the 2nd Brigade comtiamued its extensive
¢periations in the CITADZL, to the south and west of TRANG BANG and ia
“he HY HANHK-DUC HOA-BAD TRAI triangle, and the 3rd Brigade coatinued
eperatione primeipally im the TRAPEZOID and BOL LOI Koodsa,

- The one aignificant combat operution in January that differed frop
the previeus two months was the operation of the 3rd Squadron, 4th

~Cavalry ia the southern portiom of the 20T 10T Woods, Workimg under

45dsional control, the squadren moved iato ths soutMera BOX LOI 4a
respoase @ iatelligence indications of imcresged enery activity in this
reglon, The operation which continusd throughout the last two weeks
of the mopth resulted im several significant contacts, )

faroughout the reporting period security of the main supply routes
betwsen the numerous division imstallations and fisld locations was &
contiauous requirement. The enemy was active in his efforts to imterdioctr
these routes either by ambush setivities or the planting of mines and
booby treps, Ths division's mechanized units, namely the cavalry squadron,
armor battylion and three mschanized infentry battalions, were given the
wission of road security im their respective areas of operaticn in addition
to thoir other duties, ) ‘

Two of iho major combat sctions during the reporting peried, those of 17 ‘
Decenber and 14 Jenuary, involved enezy battalicn size ambush attempts g "

againat logistical motor conwys. Im both cases, elements of the 2nd 2 e
Fg.talion %Moohaaiud). 22nd Infentry reacted quickly to the situation

to inflidt heavy casualties upon the enezy.. The deteotion of mines along

- the ESRs was a daily ocourrence. Personnel from the divisioa's 65tn

Engineer Battalion worked ¢loasely in support of the maneuger elements
to minimse the threat posed by this enemy tactic, :

Enginesr elements were also active iu the division TAOI throughout

- te Teportins period in extensive land clearing operations. This program

was undartaken to deny cover and concealment to he enemy in areas which

he was lnown to use for infiltration and movement, A total of 22,977

acres of land were cleared by the Rcme plows of the division enginser ——
battalion and supporting non~divisipnal engineer elements. Largs scale
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clesring wae eccomplished inm the TRAPEZ0ID, BOI LOI ‘oods, the CITADEL
and oress around TRANG BANG and BAU DIKX, : o

"Aerial tramport and fire support for msneuver elemeats played ex
importent role im the tactical operations of the 25th Infamtry Divialon
duriag the reporting pericd, Heliocopter troop lift providad the meeded
repid mebility to copa with and Teact Lo ecasuy presence and astivity
within the TAOX, Helicoptsr gunships were imstrumental is virtually
avery contiaot between 25th Infantry Divisios elements and the erswy,
Aerial logistical resupply Yy helidopter of troops in the fiald aad o
aerial medical evaeuatien ware .n imtegral part of the divicions's daily

aoitivitips. . :

Alr Force fl. hter-bomber air strikes were a promiment factor im
over nowering the enemy whsare ever a contsct developed and im pre-
onpting his activities by striking st susvected base camp and supply
locations, Although the num: of B-52 strikes in the division area
awew Peduced in number from the previous reporting period, these attack:
ooathu:c]!. to have a devastating effect on enemy oapabllities, operatiocis
and worsla, ’

Closely assoclated te all military operations comducted egainet
onemy main force axd local foree units throughout the reportinug period
wan tha divisional participation in the nationwide oampaign of
ascoelerated lacification Lo imcrease govermment of South Vietnan
Vs wusuence and control in rural viliages, hamlets and areas,
Within the 25th Infantry Divisica, this campaign war designated the
*Colors Up™ Program with the objective of upgrading Gv. imflueace ana
control im selooted villages and hamlets within HaU NGHIA, @Y NLMH
and BINH DUONG Provinces. ‘ ' : -

. To facilitate "Coloy: Up" iivisional mancuver battalions wers
asaigned specific GVN goverment districts within thelir respective
areas of operations and given the miassion tc Jmplement the acesleratsd
_pacification program in these districte, Battation commanders .ere
directed to establish close liaison and co-ordimatica with uistrict
ctiefs and other local political and military authoritles in order to
develop co-ordinated and joiat operations designed to destroy the Viet
Cong political and guerille infrastructure (VCI) in these areas,

In addition, the battalions were directed to conduct so-ordinsted
‘and Joiat oivin action and psychological operaticns (PSYOPS) progrens
to furthsr ithe scomomic, social and political development of "target"
villages and hamlets, o -

. Tharoughout the reporting period, considersble emphasis was given
to the planning and execution of joint operations with South Vietnimese

- military forces, On a daily basis, divisicnal ¢lements Joined with

" Seuth Vietnamasse Aray (ARVNK forces or Reglozal Force/Popular Foroe

 (RF/PF) units to conduct reconnaissence-in-{orce, combat assaults or

night ambush operatioms, This practice *as effectsve im nroducinz an

upgraiing of the training of Vietnames; military organizatiom within

the TAOI,
»cgﬂfslﬂfﬂﬂkl. |
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Be m:.ugy-og .wmz astions,
| o 1 Hovember
Cosdat acticns vitun the lst mm area of ‘epsrations m

 TAY HDNE were light, Humepous @ompany 2ise reconnaissenwesineforos

operstions and platoon siie night ambush pttroll failed o “ubluh

oortast’ WITH Thd eneay.

. DIasis\lar eonditlons prevailed Within the 244" Erigsde arex of _
opetetions in the southern half of the division tactical area of
opmtieml intardst ad davaral nmw scatisted eontacte tbok‘phw.

I 3 4 0555'!%&1‘5 ‘a night ldoation of the 2nd Battalinn; 12tk Infomtry
lodhted spproximately 6.5 kilcieters noril of TRANG BANG (XT318256)
received el it Founds of B2 SortiY fire resvlting in six personnel

. belag weunded. The enemy fire was returmed with counter mortar and

arttilery Tire vith unknoim results,

A rord gweep tesx from C Company, 65th Enginesr Battalion® opout.&nt
in support of the 2nd Battalion, 15h Tafintry lvcated &nd destroyed-a
booby trepped hand grenade along route 7A 1.5 kilomoters north of the
;ut.o 1 ¥ilage of BAU DIEU (XT574180), This incident oscurred at 10}0

REBe -

B copuu Py Btttsnon. gth Intmw alstiined’ two personmel
wounded at 1107 hours whan a bYooby trapped hand greasde was tripped

 during s search operstion within the BAU DIEU vnlago ‘soiplex {XTS481697,
m

Shortly thereafter at 1120 hours, C Compary, 2id Battilion, [2th°
came under amall aras £ire &8 it swept through an area 5.5 kilowaterw -
northesst of TRAIG BANG. The enomy's Iire was returned, and the company
rehended one man found in the position from which the fire came,
' eompany esosped the contact without dasuulties,

Lator in the day at 1400 hours, infaiitrvmen of the 2nd Battalion,
27th Infantry apprehended two individuals lol.ering near the battalion's
night looation seven kilometers east of the JU CHI Bise Camp (XTA2165)¢
Contidt dstivities within the birigide terzinaled Tor ths day at 2% '

- houdr® when & night Técation of the 2nd Battalion, 14th Infentry situatod

Z-—l?

Y
i

o2

£1v6 Kilsisterd west of the CU CHI Bive Camp (XTE05165) wab struvk by five

rOUNds o ‘B WOrta¥ firve and four $58Ket propelled grehades (RPG),”
Thisd snTintrymen were wvounded in this attick by fird. Counter mortar

and artillery fire was placed on the suspected enemy positions with uaiown

reRItY,

Lt;ht and sosttered sstions were alss the rcle for the day within
mmmmotmuwsmmurmn mdmmaozwx

. Wouds and THAPEZOID.

. At 0830 kours aa m BOI LOI Wox wvillage of BAU DON (XT4O9440),
a road swoep team from D Company, 65t% Engineer Battalion mpport.tng

7
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- th¥ 2n-BattaXion (Revhantsca), ZZRd Drfuntry lotated and-dustroysd s Z - 2N
ooy ‘trapped 10%m yound, A whort tiss latey gt~ 05%2 tWuurs, C Cugaly .
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of UN¢ Yyt FALUAIIUA (Wethanided), SO Difantry Yocsted awl destrayed (
theed EHYL-tARK Blhes, “THLS Lneldeat csourred Along Toute Th-five itvestert ) — S
soath Uf TAU TIZEG™ (ITSINRZLT 33 the ¢dsphny cdnfioted 4 lenriny W

of TN toid WetUser DAU TIENG ahd "tHE vIZIAYS of TRRUT AN, ~"A 0UY¥

not Par from where the mines were discovered (I7916219), the-company

lockted Ahg qabtioyed 15 pourds of THT DAFLEE BIBHY TN CIe o L3 roud

© U Company, let Battalion, 270N Infintey ddtomplifhed the towt - .
oignificany action of the day wien &t 0925 hours it undovered a large V-2 0 7,-,7“
c2ohe &uring a seardh and destroy retidn in's smoded ares W3S : PR
kilometars east of THANH AN (xrss*sw?g oﬁmy explotted the dadhe '
throughout the day ond ceptured 200 pounda of C-U explosive. R00-Llmgting
caps, 61 claywors mines, seven anti-persornsl mines, 1,050 emalil ammes
rounde, JO hand grenzdes, fivo rifle grensdes, 21 anti-tank mines, 1000
pounds of pice, 500 artillerp fuses and one pound of assorted dvvusentrs

“bile this sotion was taking place st 1120 hours, the battzlion's
A Company located two pounds of doguments as it swopt 1.5 kilonsters to
the gouth of D Company (1‘1‘531373)-

Company D, lst Battaliorn (Hechanised), 5th Infantry scarahed
#n area adjecent to route 237, the MSR betwoen TAY NINF end DAL TIRNG, =nd

at 1300 houre docated and destroyed two hand gremds &9 s

ot
six kilometew west oo DAU TIENG (XT&2842). K short tiwe later at-1364
bours, Company B, 2nd Battalion (Machanized), Z2nd Inféntty captured one 7 - '2-‘2—
hand grenade, two rounds of M-79 ummunition and 300" rounds of sEall sras b
amsmnition, This £ind took plece as the company searched slong roats 26 . ,,(W
a8 it passor through the CAU KEOI Rubber Plantaticn five mmwl o
northwest of TRONG T (XT350445%).

At 1325 bhours the 3rd Brigade ComBined Regonnaissamde nad Intelligenoce
Pht.oon (CRIP) searching througs an ares in the MICRELIN Rabber Flantation ,
three kilometers sast of the DAU TIENG Base Cazp (X7535477) located one . 4
82mm nortar round, o f M

\

The only fatalities aumm by m division Suring thed=y coverweds: )(\ ;7‘ f
at 1500 Notrs when {Epee merders of B Company, Zna Scthton (m.dh B 2 - 272
22nd Infantry vere illed wien thelr unit csne under five durirg & bieedd
cperation along route 15 seven kilometers sast of CO DAU Hi (XW’%SZ). S -
mwgntryunmallowwwthﬁnvh&chmnm I"J‘\ho‘i AL

with uhknown results, cac LisT
The final action of the day within the 3rd Brigade oocurred at 1600 . z;m&“} .
_bours on route 14 six kiiomsters south’ “PIRRG (XTS24408) whan & bul} S Q ¢
dorer assigned to the lst Battalion (Mechanised); Sth Infantry detonated [~ £ 0.

sn anti-tank mine, BREight pouoml mtrby ﬁrq wqunded by the blast and
the wehiole vas destroyed,
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“Throwghout the day 21 oombat air strike sorties were flown by Air
Force fizhator bombars against ensmy targets in the divisional tactisal
ares of operatioral iatereat, v

2 Hovember

Conbat activities contimued relstively light throughout the day
within the lst Brigsde ares of operations around TAY NINH, A¢ 1A% hours
& Company, 4th Battalion (Méchsfilgad), 23rd Infantry discoversd and .
destroyed two rounds of E2um ammurition during a sweep eignt kilomsters
east of NINR CITY (XTJ20501). - ‘

An olement of the Military Intelligence Dstachaent working in direot
gupport >f the lst Brigade epprehended one suspected snemy in a village
slong route 13 immediatly outeide the TAY NINH Base Camp (XT165507). This.
incident took place at 1900 hours, ‘

In the 2nd Brigasde area of operations, action continued light and
scattered,

Two moexbers of C Company, 4th Battalion, $th Inﬁntry were wounded A
by tho detonation of & cluster of nine booby trapped hand grenades.  The: _L\~— A
explosion ocourred at 0900 hours as the compeny swept through the murthern - HoBe

HO BO Wooda one kilometer south of thes MUSHROOM in the SAIGON River (XT564168).
Further to the acuth in the battallion area ol operations, A Company

sustained five men wourded to a booby trapped hand grenade at 0945 hours. A\ 4 -4
The incident tock place as the company searched through the BAU DIEU village
complex along route 1 midway between TRANG BANG and CU CHI (XT568170).

C Company, 2nd Bettalion, 12th Infantry uncovercd a hglf pourd of 12
enenmy documents at 1200 hours as it pushod through suspicted enemy C2- .
positions six kilometers north of TRANG BANG (XT503255 . -

. Aotion was heavy during the aftornoon in the area of operations of
the 2nd Battslion, 14th Infuntry around DUC HOA and DOA TRAI. At 1445
kours D Company sweeping five kilometers nostheast of DuC HOA (XS633996)
apprehended two VC suspects. An hour later A Company operating six
kilomsters east of EAD TRAI (XT585052) apprchended a VC suspect.

A Company remained in this general arex, and at 1616 hours helicopter
gunships flying in support of the company dotacted a small group of armed: A’ 2‘-’“‘-
eneny (X7569054). The helicopter angaged tue enemy, and the ground troops :
moved into the contact site to discover three dsad enemy and two AK~47 -
rifles, Between 1630 and 1715 hours as the grouni troops searched the
contact area, one ensmy soldier turned himself into the Lrocop as s Holi
Chanh,and one individual was detained &3 & suwpsoted enemys’

Later in the afterncon one member of C Company, 4th Battalion, $th
Infantry wvas wounded when he dotonated an anti-personnel mine. The

explosion ocourred at 1815 hours as the company searchec along routs 15 -
4in the northern HO BO Woods several hundred meters south of the SAIGON
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£h0 20 DRV D0, ‘27U Theuhtry experiencad 1te Lons oontsst be o
- the iy ot 2000 Gapd, An diush patrol frow D hiding st & J) o ez
10tI7A FIVe KETehoters west of PAY COHI Y engegsd-an” -

vAtidFow abandoning 3,000 ¥ouids of seall arms amsanition, one M-16
ifle and one pound of acsoriid doguments, One infantrymen was wownded
by the ediny’s retarn five, » '

- Action in tha 3rd Brigsde AO for the day centersd in the TRAPBIOID
and BOI'IOZ Woods, ' |

C Aetivitise began at 1015 dueurs when C Company, lot Battzlion (Nasha~ - /-5
arised), Sth Infantfy lovated and destroyed two 82an mortar rourds; Tha* -
find took place clong reate 14 approximetely five kilemeters somth of~DiY
. TIEER (XTXA6419) ao the eowpely partioipited in the daYly sweep of that~ :
rosd, The 3rd Brigade CRIP elgo sweeping in the sano area (I7518415) at
1650 howre received one onemy who turned himself in as & Hoi Chanh and
- also appredsaded 40 VO suspectis. ' =

Keanwhile in tBe BOI 10T Woods, B Compeny, 2nd Bsttalion ('wm)rg 2= A2
2208 Infard¥y apprebonded two VC suspeets at 1100 hours as' the unit
scayclied an area along route 19 tuo kilometers south of the villsge-of
BAU DON (X7439337). C Company of the battalion was swewping ninw kidomebers o - .. » =
sast of ZAU DON (526333) wbere at 1105 hours it uncvvered 13 powds of
meZlical sapplies and two pounds of documents in an absndoned bumicer-
Pushing appreximately two kilometers esst of this location (XT530330)
at mo;ouu. the ccapeny discovered another ene.y bunker oontaining two
fas masks, . v . :

At 1125 bours tho Jrd Brigade CRIP eont.i’.:thrg iti searvh -operntior
along route 14 five dlovetors south of DAU FIung (XT510413) discovered
20 blasting caps, one pound of C-4 explosive, 125 rounds of small arms

emsenition and 700 pornds of rices

C Company, lst Battaliom, 27th Infantry experisnced that battalients
2irst sction for the day when ot 1220 hours it dissowmred and dwstroyod -
an anti-tenk mire during a swesp cpérstion 4,5 Kilonetors esat of TRANE- : -7
Al village (IT573390). The battalion's A Company sweeping spproximately /4 / - 2
five lemsters south of DAY TIENG (XT516415) at 1320 hours esptured
- theee Pis and one 45 ealiber pistel, o

 YaleE n the day tbwe Soout Platoon, lst Battalion (Mechanired), 5th- -
Infarftry apprdBOnsud tvo VC suspects, This pick up took place at 1540 -5
Bours a3 the platoon moved along route 237, the MSR botween TAY NINH and

DAT TIDW, one kilometer west of DAU TIENG (XTREU67).

i gm;z;ma. 27th Iafan;.ry aleined the final two astions for- . 2. {
Brigade area of operations, A Company searching
throughTHANR AN village (27533377) at.p;6;5 bours discoversd five pounds
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