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Baton Rouge Reunion - A Success

Some of the bravest and most coura-
Vietnam  Veterans who  ever
served wath the US Armiv’s Alpha,
B3ravo and Charlic Companies of the 3rd
Battahon, 22nd Infantry, as well as men

TCOUN

from Charlic Company 2nd Battalion
tMech) 22nd Infantrv. Bravo Company
st Battalion 22nd Infantnv. the 187th
Assault Helicopter Company and various
other units and branches of the serviee
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converged just outside Baton Rouge at
the lovely. quant and extremely hospita-
ble St Irancisvitle Hotel on the Lake.
over the Veterans Dav weekend. Novem-
ber 7-100 1996, to talk a lot, cat a lot,
laugh « lot, and ¢rv a ot honor and
commemoration of the men trom therr
respective units. who served then coun-
trv and were killed m battle and also for
those who carry those battles around
with them to this day.

Close with and enjoy

This was the motto tirst uttered by Chiuck
Bovie and adopted by the group as the
theme lor the weekend. People came
from the tour comers of the United
States. There were tolks from Alabama.
Arkansas, California, Colorado. IFlonda.
Greorgra. Hlmors. Indiana. Kansas. Mas-
sachusetts. Michigan, Missourt. New
Jersev. Oregon. Tennessee. lexas,
Washmgton. Wisconsin and. of course.
Loutstana. These men and women had

just one compelling reason to be m St

Francisville. to share wath, and show thev
care for. others who have been there.

Awb Norris reviews
the troops

At 14 00 hours on Fridav, November 8.
199G under a beautitul blue [all skv in
Cliton. Loustana. approxmuately 223
Chnton Thgh School JROTC Cadets
staged. “The Parade That Never Was”
for the Vietnam Veterans. therr wives,
and guests Sixextraordinary
companies ot Cadets. obviousiv due to
the superb wtorng o Major Chuck

friends

Bovle, First Sergeant Elisah Bovd Jr and
Sergeant Major Charles R Duplechaimn
and under the command leadership of
Cadet/Major Vanessa Wilhams, Battal-
1on Commander. performed so admira-
blv. that they, as we would have said 28
vears ago.  superblyv strutted  their

sff”

And therr stuff was something exctting to

see! Closing one’s eves, listening to the
battalion commander. company com-
manders and platoon lcaders “barking”
out orders. one could almost feel they
were back at Benning, Polk. Bragg or
any one of the other basic tramning facili-
ties through out this country. For a fleet-
ing moment n time.. ..., [was |8 vears
old again

Colonel Awh Norris (Ret), the former |
Battalhlon Commander of the 2Bn/22nd |

Infantry in Victnam from September
1967 to carlv March 1968, reviewed the
JROTC Battahion passing as Companies
on [ine. Platoons on Line, and selected
Delta Company as best Company This
was the "Honors Review™. tvpical of the
traditional “"Blue Dav™ review done at
lort Benming's  Oflicers  Candhdate
School.

Earlier in the day

The Veterans and guests [irst gathered at
10:00 hours 1n the school auditorium tor
adisplay of patriotism, quite unlike what
we have come to expect in schools in this

dav and age. We were welcomed by |
A g \

Major Wilhams and Major Bovle, then
the invocation was held. The JIROTC
Color Guard posted the colors and we
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were led in singmg the National Anthem
and America the Beautiful by the Cadet
Chorr

We were treated to g dnll team exhibi-
fion, songs. poems, spiritials sung by a
commumty chow “who injected soul
o those who knew nor. . what soul
was musical selections by the school
hriet” speeches by Major Bovle
and Colonel Norrrs and then a presenta-

band

ton ol Tag that hing, over the Nation'™s
Nerits o the
OV after whch were remarks by the
Prinepal we sang God Bless Amenica
wmd thens the coup de’ grace the most
dehewons Fried Catfish Luncheon ever
and tantastie emovable company 1 the

Caprtol by Coionel

wchoanl catetenta

Our Appreciation

[ st take this opportunily to express
orr owneere thanks to Clinton high
school and the Prmerpal. - Mro John
Harres to Major Bovle, Sgts. Bovd and
Duplecham. all the JROTC cadets and
their families, 0 addition to alb of the
renchers, faculty and students who obvi-
oushv worked so hard behind the seenes.
aned whe welcomed us with open arms.
Mever momy R vears. have [ oseen so
ey polite and well mannered agh
school voung people. and all m one
butlding - AL of us who attended this
mibute. over the weekend constantly

S
4WB NORRIS IS HOME

He came home (rom the hospital on
Nov 200 1996 after undergomg cathe-
rzation anptoplasty and then a triple
bv-pass Weleome honre, Sir!

flome address tor mal:

965 Troon Trace
Winter Springs. F1. 32708-4319
(4073 3066-8432 (othiee)
(407) 3066-534K ([ax)
R

remarked, that scemg. and being i the
company of, the voung people at Clinton
High School has left us with hope and
promise for the future generations,

Bill Allison’s fantastic
slide presentation

Saturday. November 9. 1996 dawned
with exciement and (l’lli(‘[l7(1/l‘()’) t‘Ul' [hiS
moming at 10 AM all who wished would
be entertamed with the mest amazmg
and memorable visnal and audio tribute
to the fighting soldiers who served 1in
Vietnam | irst was priviteged o wit-
nessed this presentation piven by [l
Ailison m Kssimmee. Flonda m April
L9960 m a small room with a handful of
people then again in Kessimmee with a
roomtul of people. then twiee in St Fran-
cisville [ must sav that cach time Bill's
tlustranon was presented  differently,
although cach time he covered all of the
same ttems and details. As Bill spoke.
s emotions und memories ook over
and we were transported back in time
into the bamboo jungle. sweating, hot
and tived, fearing again for our lives.
As we envisioned the area at Fire Sup-
port Base Burt (aka Suot Cut) and remu-
misced about that night. all of the emo-
tons that one could feel were instanta-
neously brought back. | observed that
even folks who were not at Burt., were
almost able to live the experience that
those of us who were there. were domg.
once again. Bul's abilitv o weave and
mjeet men nto the achon. presenting
their first hand accounts s to where
thev were and what thev did. made the
night itsell seemied o be relived. We
could almost feel the ground vibrate with
the I3-32 strikes. smell the trees and
tolage burning with the Napalm and
Jfeel the exhaustion and rage the next
morning.

Bill Allison 1x @ mastertul speaker be-
cause he speaks trom hus hearto with care
and concern tor his men. and trom expe-
nence because he has. as they sav to-

dav. . “heen there, done that”
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Leaders - Real Men

It 15 not hard to see why men like Awb
Norns, Bill Allison, Gordon Kelley and
Chuck Bovle and so many others are
respected and loved by the men who
served under, but with thein. They
brought most of us back alive, [t would
be unrealistic for anvone to think that a
leader could bring evervone back home,
but the true test and mark of a supenor
leader. 1x the decisions and sacrifices he
knows ke must make and those he will
not make

Those Attending the
Festivities at Clinton
High School and/or
the Reunion Weekend

Robert (Bob)y & Pat AHchin, William
(Bill) & Martha John Alhson, 13ob 3ab-
cock. Bill & Carol Brabrow, Alfred
Beebe. Elisah Bovd, Chuck Bovle, Rich-
ard Christic. Al Comeaux, Robert Daw -
son, Charles Duplecham. BRob & Gl
Duplechin, John & Cindy FEberwine,
James K Edenfield. G Ferguson. Shelly
smuth Garmison. Richard Gautier, Bob
(I'renchiey Gibeault. Mavor I Toler
Hatcher. Charles James, Ardis Jones.
Patrick (Paty & Pauline Merth. Charles
& Ellen Milton, Jim & Sharon Nelson,
Awbrev G Norris, John Otte, John Par-
sons, Freddic & Mrs Peterson, Berch-
mans Ritter, Jerrv & Renee Rudisill, Dr.
Saber.  Mr. Sands. Willhlam (Bl
Schwindt. Hosea & Mrs Sensley, Tenrv
Tavlor, Robert Tavlor. Ron Taylor, Jam
Tobin, Michael (MC) & Elaine Tover.
Elan Tover, Jackson Chase Tover, Stan-
lev (Stan) & Georgia Winkler. 1
missed anvone, 1 sineerely apotopivze

Those men attending who served with
Charlie Company 2/22 were: Bill Alh-
son. John Eberwine, Pat Merth. Jim
Nelson, John Parsons. Jerry Rudmsaill and
Stan Winkler.
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The Dinner

Saturdav might s dinner was made mem-
orable not onlv by those who attended,
but the substance of the events of the
evenmg First was the posting of the
Colors. again by the Color Guard Unit
from Clinton High's JROTC We then
At spellbound listening  to Chucek's
mvigorating warm up speech just prior
1o dinner. After dmner. Cindy EEberwine,
my best friend and beautiful wife, sang
Fmpre Chawes at Empee Tables™ trom
“TeMis Men trom the
virous compantes then participated i
mernonalzng their KIA's by reading the
names of thewr dead. Cindy then sang
Amazing Grace” [ then had the privi-

the musical

lege to introduce. myv friend and the
unparalteled combat artist Jim Nelson
who presented a surprise portrait that he
had pamted to Bill Allison. Cindy then
closed this portion of the evening with a
;ong that was remmiscent of the late

l'he remainder of the night was spent
reviewing old snapshots, rehving certain
umes and places and shanng our fechngs
with all of our new acquantances and
old friends. T would personally like to
thank Cindy tor all the hard work and
prachice time she spent getting readv for
this oceasion. Tome she was able 1o add
a personal touch to the evening

Jim Nelson, Artist

Ior the benetit of those who have not vet
seen Jim s extraordinary portratts. battle
scenes and Jim's pereeption of people.
places and things, we have prevailed on
him to bring his paintings next vear (o
the 22nd Intanunv Regument Society
Reunton n Gettvsburg. Pa. Jim sells his
pamtmgs and also prmts of s paintings
and [ would senoushy suggest that a
collection of Netson artwork, for am
Vietnam Vet 1s worth it's werght n

Viemortes

Thanks to Valerie &
Dave Barnes and The
St Francisville Hotel

We would be extremely remiss if we
fatled to pav tribute to Valene Barnes.
Valerie was our point person at the St
Francrsville THotel on the Lake. Sufhee it
to sav, from the start. everything went
well. nothmg went wrong, and a super
ume was had by all who attended the
reunion. The best form of praise we can
pav Valerie s to sav. e wonld not
onlv come back agan, but we highly
recommend the accommodations 1o
amone wha wishes to be made comfort-
able and welcome when staving awav
Srom home.”

Dave Bames plaved ~“Taps™ from be-
neath a grove of trees across the lake
after our Sundav mormmg  memonal
service, and no sweeter sound has ever
dnfted across the water and caressed our
ears Dave plaved the bugle as though he
personally knew cach one of the 58. 169
who laid down their lives in Vietnam

Our sincerest Thanks to both of these
[fine people and to the entire staff of the
St Francisville Hotel on the lLake.
Never have 1 been around more ac-
commaodating people.

Video Tape for Sale

The video's of the assembly program and
the parade are now available. Chuck
Bovie has personally edited them. and
vouches for therr professionalism and
quahity. e rates them “Highly Satistac-
tory”. The vendor prefers that vou order
through Chuck so send a check for
$27.00, payable to “Chuck Boyle” or
the “Clinton JROTC” 1o Chuek at PO
Box 426, Chaton. Lowsiana 70722-
0426 This 15 a great testament to the
vouth of toduy as well ax a fantastic me-
mento. so dont delay, order now
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Gettysburg Reunion

Don’t forget our next scheduled re-
union of the 22nd Infantry Regiment
Society (IRS) will be the weekend of
October 16-19, 1997 at the Eisenhower
Convention Center in Gettysburg, Penn-
sylvama. You will hear more from Bob
Babeock in the near future via his news-
letter. If you are not already a member
of the 22nd IRS, please let me know
and I'll forward an application to you.
You will not want to miss this reunton.
More men from C 2/22 will be there as
well as C 3/22 and additional men from
187th AHC and 188th ALIC we hope.

Adopt a JROTC Pro-
gram

Some of us who attended the Reunion in
Samt Francisville, Louistana were <o
impressed with the program being run by
Chuck Boyle and Sergeants Bovd and
Duplechamn that we wanted to do some-
thing special for them. The program
seems to make such a significant differ-
ence in the lives of so many voung peo-
ple

Some of us have talked and we have
come up with a way to have a living
memortal o the men who fought and
thed 1in Vietnam by Adopting the JROTC
Program at Chinton High School. Chuck
told ux that the shirts and pants and boots
are funded by the government, but that
the accouterments usually come {rom
small donations or just out of Chuck's
pocket.

These consist of the shoulder braid,
isignia, ribbons, ete. You remember
how important it was to you to wear
rank, medals, ibbons, cte., well it means
more to these kids for 1t°s recogmition for
a "Job Well Done™ It sumetimes may
be the only recognition thev get from
adults. Let's not let them down. We
calculated $5 per month or $60 a vear.
per donation, would make such a differ-
ence in therr lives, so what sav y all, shall
we get behind this moest fantastic and
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worthwhile program run By Chuck
Bavle and Fhsah Bovd and Charles
Duplechain and  establish this living
MEMORIAL (o all the men and women
who gave of their lives in Vietnam, but
espectally all of the Charlie Company -
Triple Deucers.

Our (Cindy and mime) $60 check is on
it s wav to Chuck with this newsletter. [
simeerely hope that those who can will
contribute

For All Chargin’ Char-
lie - Triple Deucer’s
Out There

Sinee April 1996 T have been compiling
a database of men who served with C
2/22 anvtime tfrom 1966 when the men
went over on the ship untit 1971 when C
2/22 came home. I was fortunate to get
help from various sources. namely Brad
Full a treless locator, who served with
A 2/22 and who 18 responstble for “Find-
img Me". from Bill Allison. Company
Commander trom 9/67 off and on untll
/68 who supplied me with three (3)
original rosters trom Nam. from Awb

Norris. former Battalion Commander of

2122 from 967 1 early 3/68, and xecre-
tarv of the 22nd IRS. from Ben Mevers.
an advisor who served 3-4 vears in Nam.
and who gave me over 1000 potential
addresses to tnv to tind people. rom
Dave Schill a Navy Seabee, who has

been a “brother” to € 3/22 and C 2/22,
and trom men, just fike vourselves, who
have remembered someone’s name or

address and supplied 1t to me. There are

over 275 names on my list, although T do
not have addresses for all of these. The
list 15 ¢leven pages long and tf vou wish
a copy. lo Uy to locate a trend or buddy.
or to teok and see who Tdon't have. just
send me $1.00 to cover cost of copying
and postage and 111 be glad to send 1t.
Also 1 vou have anyv information about
aboat KIA's.
please get m touch with me. Addition-
ally, if voud like to write any stories, ['d
be glad to publish them in future news-
letters. Our aim 1s to tocate as many €
2/22 men us possible and have one huge
reunton as soon as possible.

C 2/22 - KIA’s

men’s  whercabouts or

Thomas Ralph Murphv L1/06/66

Johnny A Chambers 01/08/67
Douglas J Sullivan 01/08/67
Fdward Ralph Glenn Jr O/17/67
{ Gerry Wavne Lawson 02/08/67
© Ous Lews 02/10/67
Rex Wheller [hightill 02/12/67
RC Perrv Ir 02/13/67
Dantel Paul Donnellan 02/18/67
Thomas Duane Utter 03/23/67
[idward Rov Lukert 06/11/67
Jackie Lidward Trosper 09/30/67

Denms Rex Listes 11/25/67
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C 2/22 - KIA’s (cont)

John A Gibson 11/25/67
Robert [Lucian Mlvnarski 11725/67
Robert Andrew Van Patten 11/25/67
William Carev Janes 12/20/67
Thomas G Bernardy (Doc) — 01/02/68
Jack Wavne Miller 01/02/68
Willie Petty Jr 01/02/68
Latell B Christian 03/13/68
David Kenneth Ditch 03/13/68
Todd Earl Swanson (Dog) 03/13/68
John Edward Nelson 04/13/68
Bemamin Allen Honeveutt — 05/02/68
Fmest Lee Eliott 06/20/68
Lamy Russell Kennann 06/20/68
David [ynn Stockman 06/20/68
August Ferrel Bolt 07/01/68
Robert Charles Dickinson 07/01/68
tred V Jurado 07/01/68 |
William Scott Watts 11/21/68
John Farl Warren Ir 01/14/69

Passed Away at Home

1996
1996

Iim Wagner "66-67'
Robert [ "Red™ Dodd -67-68'

Need Your Help

To be successtul reaching out to tind as
many “brothers”™ as we can hind, we all
must do whatever part we can. Please try
to find old orders with other men lhisted |
with social security number, thev help. |
Thank vou!




