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We e come a long wav since May
1903 when | recerved my first
telephone call from a former
comrade from Victnam. 1.1 John
(‘lemente. Since then our database
has erown to over 330 names. with

approximately 150 known mailing
addresses. All other units that have
grown o any size. and maintained
that size. have organized. by wav
of clecting officers, charging
nominal vearly dues to fund the
newsletters and the cost of locating
men. n addition to postings on the
Internet. in various publications.
cte. | have discussed this with Bill
Allison. who was CO of Charlie
Company trom Scptember. 1967 to
March. 1968. then off and on until
Julv_ 1968. 1 personally [eel, since
Bill has become morc instrumental
n trving to put our unit back
together, and since he was such an
outstanding leader in Victnam. that
he would be the best choice to be
our (irst President of Charlic
Company 2Bn (Mech) 22nd Inf
Associanon of Vietmnam Yeterans.
The final official name can be
worked on and suggestions made.
We nced a strong lecader to get this
organization up and running and |
can attest 1o Bill's leadership
abilitics. If anvonc feels strongly
that vou want to reccommend or
nominatc someone clsc at this time.
pleasc fecl free to come forward.
We necd as many men as possible
to step to the front because there arc
manv jobs to be done. such as
president. vice-president. treasurer.
locator. rcunion organizer. cte. 1 will
voluntger 1o continue to serve as

editor & publisher to wnite and mail
the newsletter and maintain our
master database. which includes as
many KIA's and those that passed
awav at home as w¢ can compile.

Now - How Much!

The cost to copy and mail the
ncwsletters 4 times per vear is
starting to become prohibitive for
me. Some folks over the last vear
have sent donations to help defrav
the expense. and [ really appreciated
that: bul I must now ask that cach
of you. who wish to become an
official member or associate of the
organization. Lo pav a vearl
membership fee of $10.00. There
arc additional cost to send postcards
out to constantly trv to locate more
members and the telephone calls to
attempt the same. these costs will
all be covered by the $10.00. If ever
I hit 1t big with the lottery, I'll
gladly take back this expense
mvsclf. but in the meantime. | necd
vour help. Note: If vou absolutelv
can not afford the dues. just let me
know privately. and vou'll alwavs
receive the newsletter,

Elections in October

My suggestion is to be ready at the
Gettysburg Reunion to clect
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officers. sct by faws and conduct
amv other business that our sub
eroup needs to have done. We will
need someone to look into the
legahties of forming the group with
a non-profit status. cte. It would be
reallv nice for people to start
volunteering now for some of these
j0bs

Gentlemen. vou who have had the
privilege of attending at least one
reunton. know the strong teelings
that have surlaced afler so mam
vears We who have been there.
must encourage others to at Icast
come to one rcunion. and sce for
themselves We need each other,
it's been too many vears that
we've dealt with feelings and
memories alone, so please join us.

Bill Allison’s fantastic
slide presentation

At the Gettyvsburg reunmon. vou will
sce Bill Allison’s phenomenal shde
show and talk Those of vou who
were there from 9/67 to approx
®/68 wilf probably see friends or
even vourself on the big screen. For
those who preceded this ime or
served after this tme. it will sur
memones. Fm sure

Gettysburg Reunion

Don't forget our net scheduted

reumon of the 22nd Infantin Regiment
Soctety (TRS) will be the weekend of

Olctober To-19 1997 at the isenhower

Convention Center 1 Gettysburg.
Penmsvivama You have heard from
130h Babeoek vin s Februany, 1997
newstetter. if vou sull get it If you are
not aiready a dues paving member
of the 22nd IRS, please et me know
and I’ forward an application to

vou.

What is 22nd IRS?

A recap of what the 22nd IRS is all
about. Atter WW I the oreanization
was formed of anvone who served with
anv unit of the 22nd Intantny Regiment
These men met approximately every 18
months or so, from the unie of forming
until now. A tew vears ago. they
realized that wath the WW I Veterans
dwindling m number and getting
shghtlv older. that vounger blood was
needed to keep the organization viable

30b Babeock was one of the first if
not the first, 10 j01n from the Vietnam
Fra. Then m 1996, he was cleeted
President e has done a remarkable
job of blending the WW T Vets with
the Victnam Vets | am guessing at the
numbers. but it seems that i ittle more
than 2 vears. we have about 125
Vietnam Veterans who are dues paving
menibers We all should belong to the
22nd IRN becausce as members ot the
larger Unit. we can stav in touch with
what all of the vanous Sub-Units are
domg. such as C3/22.B3/22.A2/22¢1c.

We alse can leam how to make our ¢
2/22 Orgamzation run and work well
by learmning from the Parent
Orgamzation. There 1s absoluteh
nothmg wrong with patterning
oursclves alter such a strong and well
run group

Dues tor the 22ud IRS arc only $10 per
vear. or vou can pav the “Double
Pencer” rate of $22 which helps o
delray costs for those who may.
untortnmately. he not able w pay Send
vour dues (o, 22nd IRS. PO Box
7016t Manetta. Georgra. 30007
Make sure vou give vour full name.
what unit and umes vou served. and
complete address and telephone
number

Back to the Reunion!

You will not want to mss this reunion
Mare mien from C 2722 will be there as
well as C 3722 and addittonal men who
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tlew in support of our units from 187th
AHC and 881t ATIC we hope. plus the
potential exist that we shall see some of
our nursmg. “ladies in White™ that
have corresponded with us on the -
matl " VietNet™

‘To mauke arrangements tor the reanion
vou can contact the Fisenhower Inn and
Conference Center, 2634 Emmittshurg
Road. Gettysburg. Pa 17325 at 1-800-
776-8319 . Tell then you are with the
22nd Infantry Regiment Society (o
be assured of getting the spectal rate off
$79 per night/double. plus tax

Cindv. Rosie and T have made our
reservations and we will be there carh
from Wednesday, October 13 thro
sunday October 19, 1997 1 also know
that Bill & Martha John Allison. Anwb
& o Norrs and terrv & Renee Rudisill
will all be there Wednesday as well

To the Ladies/Spouses

My wite, Cindy. wrote something tor
one of the carher newsletters and 1 feel
1t should he repeated as many times ax

posstble Tere goes:

CINDY'S MESSAGE TO THE
LADIES! bv Cindy Iberwine

John & 1 have been married 12 vears
and 1t wasn't untl April. 1996 at the
reunton of the 22nd IRS. that T have
learned or appreciated what happened
m Vietnam. [t was one of the most
rewarding expenences of my hife 13
meeting and talkmg with the men o
husband fought with. [ have developed
a greater insight and understanding of
just how miportant 1t was tor these men
to wet buck together again

Vietnam was a part of my hushand's hte
which | wasn't a part of. but during the
reunton. the men of the 22nd. helped to
bridge the gap. They were so canng
and patrent as thev explamed to me
whal therr role was and what they
experienced while in Vietnam. [ am
writing this directly to the Tadies or
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signficant others. who stand by the
men who fought m Vietnam [ want
votn to know how trlv miportant ©tis
for vou to jom vour husband/friend at
one ot the upcoming reumons. You will
baott gam so mueh by attending!

Adopt a JROTC
Program

Some of us who attended the Reunton
i Samt Franersville. Towmstana were so
rmpressed with the progrant bemg run
by Chuck Bovle and Sergeants Bovd
and Duplecham that we wanted to do
something spectal for them The
program seems to make such i
stentreant ditferencee in the hives ot so
manv voung people

Some of us have talked and we have
come up with i wav to have a hiving
memortal to the men who fought and
dhed i Victam by Adopting the
IROTC Propram at Chnton High
School Chnek told ns that the shirts
and pants and boots ure funded by the
sovernment but that the accoutrements
nauatly come from small donatnons or
st ot of Chuck s pocket

Phese consist ol the shoulder brawd.
metenta ribbons ete. You remember
how maportant iwas o vou to wear
rank. medals nibbons. ete - well it
menns more (o these hids tor it s
recognition {or & “Job Well Done ™ It
=ometinies mav be the only recognition
they get from adults Tet's not let them
down We calenlated $5 per month or
e vewr per donation. would make
<tieh a difference n therr ives: so what
sav v all shall we get behmd this most
fantastic and worthwhile progrant rin
2 Chuek Bovie and Fhisah Bovd and
¢ harles Duplecham and establish this
lnvimg MEMORIAL o all the men and
women who gave of thew lives
Vietnam. but espectally atl of the
Charlic Company - Triple Deucers.
st send o check for $60 00 or
whatever vou can aflord. pavable to
Cluick Bovie " or the “Chnton
JROTCT w Chuck at PO Box 420,

Chnton. Loutstana 70722-0426

Check with Chuck, but [ believe this
JROTC mav be a Non-profit and
theretore this donation mav be a lax-
Deduction

For All Chargin’
Charlie - Triple
Deucer’s Out There

Sinee April. 19961 have been
compiling a database of men who
served with C 2/22 anvume trom 1966
when the men went over on the ship
until 1971 when C 2/22 came home. [
was fortunate o get help trom various
sources. namely Brad Hull, a ureless
locator. who served with A 2/22 and
who 1s responsible for “Finding Me”,
from Bill Allison. Company
Commuander trom 9/67 off and on ul
7/6%. who supphed ine with three (3)
origimal rosters from Nam, {from Awb
Norrs, former Battalion Commander of
2/22 [rom V/67 to carly 3/68, and
secretary of the 22nd RS, from Ben
Mevers. an advisor who served 3-4
vears in Nam. and who gave me over
100G potential addresses to v to find
people. from Dave Schull, a Navy
Scabece. who has been a “brother™ to C
322 and C 2722 trom Bob “Irenchie”
Gibeault. who served with the 1871h
ALIC but has helped us obtam daily
Journals trom Fire Support Base Burt
and the Battle of Good Friday and also
contrtbuted by helpmyg people find
people and the “truth™. and from men
Iike Don Crawtord who took basie
trammng at Ft Lewts. Washington and
went to Nam on the boat and spent his
vear in countyy. from 13ob I'reeman
who went over on the boat and was
Platoon Sgt tor 2nd Platoon. and trom
others. just Jike vourselves. who have
remembered someone’s name or
address and supplied 1t to me. There
are over 330 names on my hist,
although T do not have addresses for all
of these men. The list s cleven pages
long and 1 vou wish a copy. to v to
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locate a friend or buddy. or 1o look and
see who I don’thave. just send me
$1.00 10 cover the cost of copving and
postage and 'l be glad to send 1t to
vou. Also if vou have anv information
about men's whereabouts or about
KIA's, or those who have died since
coming home, please get n touch with
me. Additionally. 1if vou'd hike to write
anv stories. ['d be glad to pubhish them
i luture newsletters. Our amm 1s o
locate as many C 2/22 men as possible
and have one huge C 2/22 reunion as
soon as possible

T have also heard tfrom manv man who
sent n Unit History. some photo’s that
I"lf return at the reunton (John Stles)
and just so much more information.
Please keep the correspondence
commg, T promise that I'lF answer each
and every one of vou as ime permits

Need Your Help

1o be successtul reaching out to tind as
manv “hrothers” as we can find. we all
must do whatever part we can. Please
try to find old orders with other C 2/22
men listed with posstbly a social
seeurity number or a home of record. as

they help. Thank vou!

Also it vou have anv contacts with the
VA. credit bureau's. State Department
of Motor Vehieles. or anv other such
sourcee to use to locate and find people.
WE NEED YOU. Please volunteer
soinie of vour time to help locate other
men. Espeaially helpiul wonld be
someone who 1s computer literate and
possibiv knows how to use a database
called Alpha 4, version 3 or version 5
for Windows. or any database my be
convertible

You could assist me with the
extraordinary amount of data mput that
seems o bog me down. sull have over
2004 names 1o add to the roster and
find it hard to find the time to sit and
enter this information
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322 meto 222

What [ beheve remember is they
3225 were pust sitting alongside the
road weany and dirt enerusted while
wesvent by They had moved into the

area betore us

F'nmis preked me np brushed me oft
mede sure Thad no gapping holes in
me we langhed. we talked and
that was the Last | ever saw of Tanrs
Fle dred the moht of Burt TTe was

24 d buddy

Fhive siee tound out that onr goad
fmend Chuck Bovle of C 3/22 was u
platoon feader tor A 3/22 the night of
Burt and Enms was m hes platoon Do
vort know that somehow 1 (et better, 29
vears later to know that Chuck was his
platoon leader beeause T know how
Chiek cared then and sull does tor
eiich of hrs men

From Jerry Rudisill 2 messape to
mam on Wed, 29 Jan 1997

At that tme. T was a track-driver in the
Ircd platoon. T drove Lt John
Lashbrook s commuand track and had
heen mcountry sinee September | had
heen drivimg track tor about 21

month s Lt [ ashbrook had given me a
drivers job when Gavaros was rotating
Somewhere around

| had a track
Mown out from under me. so at Burt |

hame m October
the first ot Decemba

was driving o brand new track |
remember thut vou could tell the track
was new becatse the {ire extinguishers
Tt not been nsed for coohng our pop

When we armived at Burt. we Toggered
np Bike normal set ot the concertina
wire trp tlares and clavmores. One
e was unusuad at Burt thought
Pecatse we were getting mortared from
the first dav as we setupwe Jeft our
ramps up. leavmy onhy the door i the
hach of the ramp open SSet Hale and
Iwere by our track when we recerved
meotmng martar rounds and we hoth
mmped inside my traek but we tled o
~hnt the door onthe ramp. Sspt Eale's

butt cheeks took some mortar
fragments because of that mistake.

That was the lust I ever heard or saw ol
SSet Hale THe was a short-timer then
and [ think he was glad to be dusted ot
I'behieve this was the night betore the
main battle or December 31st of 1967

My memory of Burt is that the main
attack came the night of January 1st.
1968 and nte January 2nd, [am very
clear about this date so in mv mind 1t is
settled

311 T thaink my track was set up on the
soutl side of the logger, the 4th from
the road. When the attack came. |
walched the tracks to v left. as st
one exploded and burned and then
another exploded and burned. They
called over the radio that they were
sendmg o duster to fill the gap between
the tracks and the legs. The duster did
not even get mnto place betore 1t
exploded and started burning. During
this time. [ had been feeding ammo to
my 30 gunner ] remember we had
humt up 2 - 30 ¢al barrels liring madly
mn [ront of us. [can remember thinking
that no one could hve thru the lead that
wewere putting out. God bless those

M) eal’s

About this ime. as T ooked to my lett
and saw 2 tracks and one duster
burmmng, there was one more track on
vy lett (1 found out this vear 1t was
John berwine s 2-2 track) betore |
waould become a prime target if they
were going Lo continue to blow up the
tracks. | began to wonder how the guvs
mn the bunkers were dong tor ammo. |
set up some S0 ammo for the gunner
and then asked Lt Lashbrook tor
PCrnssIoN to run ammeo to the bunkers.

When he said ves. L was one happy
camper because [did not ike the idea
ol being trapped m that track when 1t
expladed and burmned (It never did. but
the adds at that tme looked better
runming ammo to the bunkers)

Ewall alwavs remember the adrenajine
rush that kept me moving until Twas
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wounded running over to the 2nd
platoon track. PSG Alexander was
running behind tne when [ was hit,
Anvhow. after a bit_ I was taken to the
commuand arca lor medevace, [ was one
ol those tahen to Tav Ninh and then on
to Cu Chri. My wounds were not
disabling and I recovered completely
and returned to the company in 3
weeks What anight!'!

[tchanged my lite forever. My life
simcee then has been a bonus from God
When I get caught ap in life’s
chatlenges. that night comes back. and |
can reahize yust how Jucky Tam to have
come home al all - [t has helped me thru
SOME very mteresting tmes.

Anvhow. thanks for histening and
sharmg vour memories with all of s
Take the time o write 1t for us i vou
have not Bill. von were right, as we
go along fleshing out the memory of
Burt. we will put together quite a storv
about one hell ot a baute

Repards from Renee and T - Jerm
Rudisill

P.S. - Hello Lt. John Lashbrook! 1
look forward to re-making our
acquaintance. 1 have a lot of
memories of you.

From Pat Merth a message to mam
on Thuar, 30 Jan 1997

Drew Chnistie. Jon Parsons and [ were
al Buart

Fwas driving 3-3 track at the tme (nick
name Swamp Foxy. Atter we crossed
the river tor a given time | was the lead
track breaking jungle  Charlev 6 called
repeatedly and asked our progress. and
wedidn 't answer right away: teould
tell he was gettmg npset about calling 3
or 4 umes trving to reach us

My lank men coutdn't walk flank. due
to the thickness ot the brush. so they
walked behind the track 1 had just hit a
large nest of red ants: lost my 50
gunner so he could drop his pants. By
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now Ehrake o VO camp U hinalhy Next Newsletter.send your story WE MUST PRESERVE OUR

was able o eer back oncthe radro and and you'll see it in print. MEMORIES FOR OUR

seport g proeress, and Think God CHILDREN AND

Charfes Wasn Home! Without you men recounting the GRANDCHILDREN. PLEASE
events you experienced, these stories HELP ME TELL YOUR STORIES

Phank won ol <omnch tor staving will perish when you do. SO OTHERS MAY LEARN

ronen o P

'he preture shown here was taken at the St Francisville. Louisiana reunion. [t was the first time Jerry
Rudisitl Pat Merth, Jon Parsons and Stan Winkler attended any reunion, and the second reunion for Bill
Athson, Iim Nelson and IT]_\_"Se\f (John Eberwine). We'd like to have a group <hot taken i Grettysburg with a mimmmum
A Taents e men who served sath Charbie Company 22220 Please join us. PS - Please notify me if you are able to attend
the reunion - 1 will he doing 2 head count of the C 2/22 men. Thank you!

i

'
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XY

236

Fhose in the pioture: S e oeie ol Sllson o Merth, Panhine Merth fun Nelson cpechang over Pandine s
' e s S esder Startha Cohn Nhsons frecrer Wankaer Unnds i benvime. Renee Rudiil Johin
r ! Tt . - s T LR R N . © viasl oL 3

T g e e bieene fan sobincermet Snd hirnaac Crgplaan,
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Happy Belated Memorial Day

~ Let’s make sure you remember three things:
e Those that did not come home alive:

° Those that came home severly wounded; either physically or emotionally;
® We need each other, now more than ever, this is YOUR unit, YOUR opportunity
to become part again, of something quite special, men who survived the War!

- "Sometimes, in my very, very rare, but very deep and troublesome
periods, | wonder, if it isn't those who have made the supreme

' sacrifice, who will sleep soundly and peacefully, for eternity, while
the rest of us will always feel the tearing at the heart and hear the

' whispering in the mind.”

SEE YOU IN GETTYSBURG!

by John Eberwine

|

|



